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International Anti-corruption Day 2018
The observance of  the annual International Anti-corruption Day reinforces the premise that fighting corruption is every body’s business.  That is the case because of its insidious nature, and pernicious impact on sustainable economic, political and social development.  
Persons in positions of trust who put  profits over principles destabilises the democratic process and marginalizes the  poor and vulnerable in the society: their actions  reduce efficiency, increase inequality, and create waste that is unaffordable.
For all of the reasons above the watch dog and enforcement regime exercised by the Integrity Commission and other public bodies are critical in turning the tables on corruption by making the price of corruption a deterrent  to potential offenders through: certainty of detection, severity of punishment and swiftness of sentencing.
However, the promotion of systemic dysfunctional conformity prevents many senior managers in the public sector from exercising their decision rights for fear of punishment.  This encourages apathy, hurt inefficiency, delay service delivery to the public and deter the attraction of talent into high public office. It is also important to address  the systemic deficiency where innocent persons are often obliged to incur  major expenses to defend themselves without recourse. 
However, the Turks and Caicos on balance is a jurisdiction with an effective Anti-corruption system with high standards of accountability in public office; and while the system will always need tweaking it is one that we can all be justifiably proud of; for that we are grateful to the men and women whose job it is to fight corruption in everybody’s interest. 
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